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FADE IN

INT. SCHOOL MINIBUS - DAY

A group of young boys in white, mud-spattered football

shirts are scoffing fish and chips out of newspaper. This

is a happy, winning team. The biggest boy, MICKY ELLIOT,

still wearing the Captain’s armband, starts everyone off

in a new song.

MICKY

Que sera sera

Whatever will be will be

We’re going to Wem-ber-ley

The whole minibus has joined in, and on the word "Wembley"

MR DAVENPORT, the team manager and driver, wearing his

trademark green sweatshirt, adds

MR DAVENPORT

Layer Road

The boys laugh, carrying on singing, while in the middle

of the bus a grey Old English sheepdog, BENTLEY, with a

long, shaggy fringe covering his eyes, begins to bark. The

dog’s owner JOHNNY MACKINTOSH, pale and blond with dark

green eyes imbued with silver flecks, smiles and offers

Bentley a couple of tomato-ketchup covered chips, while

some of the nearby players pet the dog.

EXT. RESIDENTIAL STREET - DAY

We continue to hear the team singing as the minibus turns

into a street. On the sides of the houses we notice a

succession of SATELLITE DISHES.

AND CUT TO

EXT. VERY LARGE ARRAY, NEW MEXICO - DAY

The dishes of a large grid of radio telescopes are turning

in unison, until they all point towards the same new

direction in the heavens. We hear white noise, a

succession of random beeps.

AND CUT TO



2.

INT. COMPUTER ROOM - DAY

"Beep". In a small deserted computer room, half a dozen

PCs around a table turn themselves on and begin to boot

up.

AND CUT TO

EXT. CASTLE DUDBURY STATION CARPARK - DAY

With the football songs continuing, the minibus turns into

a large railway station carpark past a train-station sign

reading "Castle Dudbury". It is desolate, a crumbling

tarmac of vaste swathes of (empty) parking spaces. The

station is on one side but far across on the other is the

back of HALADER HOUSE, a solitary 1970s office building.

INT. SCHOOL MINIBUS - DAY

The other side of Johnny from Bentley is short, lean

striker DAVE SPEDDING. He interrupts the singing.

DAVE

Hey everyone. New song, new song.

I almost forgot. Johnny’s just

become a teenager.

(singing)

Happy birthday to you

The rest of the bus apart from Johnny join in.

Happy birthday to you

Happy birthday dear Johnny

Happy birthday to you.

Johnny has turned bright red. The minibus stops and,

scrunching up his fish and chip paper and picking up a red

sports bag that only accentuates his blushes, he scrambles

to get out, with Bentley following on behind.

EXT. CASTLE DUDBURY STATION CARPARK - DAY

From inside the open minibus, different people shout:

ASHVIN (O.S)

Happy Birthday, Johnny

DAVE (O.S.)

Great freekick

MR DAVENPORT (O.S)

Don’t forget your biology

homework, son

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 3.

The doors slam shut, football songs start up and the

minibus drives away leaving Johnny and Bentley standing in

the exposed carpark. Litter blows across but Johnny puts

his empty fish and chip paper into a nearby bin. He pauses

at the back gate of Halader House.

JOHNNY

Home sweet home. Come on, Bents.

Let’s get inside.

Johnny and Bentley walk up to the back door, ignoring the

dog kennel outside. Beside the door is a faded painted

sign, nailed to the outer door that reads

"Ben Halader House

"Essex Childrens Homes, caring for the community"

but the letters of "Ben" are now so faded they are nearly

unreadable. Johnny opens the door, checks the coast is

clear and ushers Bentley inside.

INT. HALADER HOUSE COMPUTER ROOM CORRIDOR - DAY

A door opens and into the corridor, his bag slung over his

shoulder, comes Johnny, followed by Bentley. As they walk

Bentley leaves a trail of MUDDY PAW PRINTS on the beige

carpet. Halfway along they They pass a closed door

underneath the bottom of which blinking green light is

faintly leaking into the corridor.

Johnny doesn’t notice and keeps on walking, shedding a

little mud as he goes. Bentley stops and begins sniffing

around the base of the door. He lifts his head towards the

receding Johnny and barks.

JOHNNY

Bentley - shhhhh. Come on, before

someone sees you.

In response, the dog points his black nose into the narrow

gap underneath the door and barks again.

JOHNNY (CONT.)

Bents. We haven’t got time for

this.

Johnny stomps back down the corridor, reaching and

kneeling down beside the dog. He lifts Bentley’s fringe to

reveal one brown and one blue eye.

JOHNNY (CONT.)

Listen, Bents. If you get caught

inside again I’m for it.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 4.

Bentley pulls his head away and barks at the door. Johnny

notices the green light flashing through the gap. He

stands and tries the handle, but the door’s locked.

Instead of a keyhole, beside the door a red light shines

out of an electronic (RFID) lock. Johnny slaps it in

frustration and, to his surprise, there’s a click and the

light goes green. He turns the handle and he and Bentley

enter.

INT. COMPUTER ROOM - CONTINUOUS

It is the same room we saw earlier. On each of the screens

around the table the same two words are flashing, green

text on a blank black background:

"SIGNAL DETECTED"

JOHNNY

(to himself)

It can’t be.

Johnny moves to the keyboard in front of the screen at the

head of the table and begins to type. The words "KOVAC -

activate voice mode" appear on the screen. He stops typing

but on the next line we see "Keyboard or Voice-Activated

Computer (KOVAC) - Voice Mode>". A slightly flat

mechanical voice comes through the computer’s speakers.

KOVAC

(loud)

Good evening, Johnny.

JOHNNY

Kovac - volume minimal.

Kovac - signal detection

reported. Show findings.

KOVAC

Data incomplete. Partial location

vector available.

Graphics appear on the computer screen with a stylized

Earth at the centre.

JOHNNY

(bangs table in frustration)

Partial? No...

Kovac - activate Jodrell Bank.

KOVAC

I’m sorry, Johnny. Jodrell Bank

is currently offline.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 5.

JOHNNY

OK. Try another. Kovac - activate

Very Large Array, New Mexico.

AND CUT TO

EXT. VERY LARGE ARRAY, NEW MEXICO - DAY

The dishes of the same radio telescope array as before

begin moving towards the same position they were moving

too earlier, but partway through they stop.

AND CUT TO

INT. COMPUTER ROOM - CONTINUOUS

KOVAC

Security codes overridden.

(louder)

Warning ... warning.

The computer screen switches to a two-dimensional map of

Earth with a fine red line originating from New Mexico and

moving east across the United States.

KOVAC (CONT.)

Backwards trace initiated.

JOHNNY

Kovac - run decoy program.

The red line on the computer screen turns north and stops

somewhere near Montreal, Canada. Johnny breathes a sign of

relief before composing himself.

JOHNNY (CONT.)

Kovac - display partial signal

detection results.

Bentley puts his muddy front paws onto the table and

stares at the screen, which has returned to the earlier

visual. Johnny and his dog study the criss-crossing lines

radiating from different points on Earth’s surface, while

data scrolls down the side of the display.

The enormous figure of the Halader House cook, MR WILKINS,

looms behind Johnny. A huge hand grabs Johnny’s ear and

yanks his head away from the computer screen.

MR WILKINS

Gotcha!

THE SCENE FREEZES AND WE CUT TO THE OPENING CREDITS


